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Multifunctional Agriculture
Multifunctional Agriculture

Multifunctional agriculture isn't just about growing food. It's a way of managing land that considers the 
environment, people, and the economy all together. It includes things like protecting nature, creating jobs in 

rural areas, and even offering educational programs or care services. This creates a win-win for farmers, 
society, and the environment

Ecology 
Economic

Social

Culture 



Resilience

Livelihoods
Income

Provisioning
Supporting
Regulation
culture

Natural capital
Human inputs

Quality of landscape

Is the ability of farmers and agricultural systems to absorb and recover from shocks and
stresses that affect their production and livelihoods.
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The range of MFA practices and processes that farmers 
implement in the case study area

The main actors who facilitate MFA diffusion

The effects of MFA implementation on territorial 
resilience
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Study zone 



Study zone

Includes Four municipalities 
Extension of 530 thousand km3
• Vine cultivation :1.100 ha
• Olive cultivation :12.400 ha
• Arable land :12.000 ha
• Pastures :2.700 ha
• Woods :3.000 ha
Known for tourism 36 hotels ,
195 farmhouses 
And 1450 holiday homes



Methodology 

PHASE 4

• Deconstruction 
of the collected 
DATA

• analyzing it with 
various tools 

Analyzing
phase 

•Discussion about 
the different 
results 
•diagnostic 
review and 
validation 

Workshop phase
With stakeholders 

Field VISITS

•interviewing different 
stakeholders 
•observing and 
diagnosing the MFA 

PHASE 3

PHASE 2

PHASE 1

•Better 
understand the 
problematic of 
this subject 
•Have a general 
idea about the 
study area 

literature 
review 
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Typical farm 

Farmers typology 

Farm house 
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Institutions 
typology 

Olive oil mill CooperativesLocal action group
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pool

Madonna Dell’Arco
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Environmental Benefits of MFA
✓ The abundance of organic farming strengthens the

ecosystems in the territory.
✓ Conservation of biodiversity
✓ Improvement of soil health.
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Economic Benefits of MFA
✓ Activities like agrotourism and production of diverse

agricultural products provide additional income sources
for farmers and also contributes to the overall economic
stability of the territory.

✓ Diversification reduces dependence on the often-unstable
prices of traditional crops.

✓ Agrotourism and other MFA activities create new jobs in the
local economy.

✓ Promotion of youth engagement in agriculture
✓ Increasing the interest of people to engage or invest in

agriculture
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Social and Cultural Benefits of MFA
✓ Knowledge sharing in didactic farms
✓ Promote human and nature interactions
✓ Preserves traditional agricultural practices and cultural

heritage
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SIDE EFFECTS
✓ Overuse of resources like water in agrotourism ventures
✓ Weak networking between farmers, which can lead to

competition between actors
✓ Arable lands are occupied by foreigners due to the aesthetic

nature of the territory.
✓ Massive Coming of tourists during occasions put stress on some

resources in the area.
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Conclusion
✓ Valle D'Itria's path towards territorial resilience is paved with Multifunctional Agriculture (MFA) practices.
✓ Farmers likely implement a combination of practices that respect tradition, like sustainable viticulture, while

embracing diversification through agrotourism and specialty crops.
✓ This approach is supported by a network of actors including local cooperatives, research institutions, and

even consumers.
✓ A territory that is more robust in terms of the ecology, economy, society, and culture is the end result. This

creates a landscape not only beautiful but also adaptable, poised to thrive in the face of challenges.
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Recommendations
✓ To maximize the impact of MFA, targeted support tailored to Valle D'Itria's needs is essential. Collaboration

between local actors, research institutions, and NGOs can lead to best practice development and knowledge
sharing.

✓ Additionally, initiatives to connect farmers with reliable markets for their diversified products and consumer
awareness campaigns promoting the benefits of MFA can solidify the economic feasibility and social acceptance
of this transformative approach.

✓ By implementing these recommendations, Valle D'Itria can become a model for sustainable development,
inspiring other territories to embrace MFA and build resilience for a prosperous future.
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Take-Home Messages
✓ Olive groves, sustainable production methods, and agrotourism showcase the range of MFA

practices in the region.
✓ MFA promotes biodiversity, improving soil health, creating a landscape better equipped to handle

environmental challenges.
✓ Diversification through agrotourism and various agricultural outputs reduces dependence on

unstable markets and strengthens the territory's economic base.
✓ MFA encourages community cooperation and preserves traditional practices, developing a strong

sense of place and a more resilient social network.



Thank you 
for your attention !


	Slide 1: Multi-Functional Agriculture for Territorial Resilience
	Slide 2: 01
	Slide 3:  Multifunctional Agriculture
	Slide 4: Resilience 
	Slide 5: Objectives 
	Slide 6: Methodology
	Slide 7: Study zone 
	Slide 8
	Slide 9
	Slide 10: Valle d’itria Visited  actors typology
	Slide 11: Actors typology 
	Slide 12: Actors typology 
	Slide 13: range of MFA practices and main actors 
	Slide 14: TRANSECT 
	Slide 15: TRANSECT 
	Slide 16: Linkage between MFA actors 
	Slide 17
	Slide 18: The effects of MFA  on territorial resilience
	Slide 19: The effects of MFA  on territorial resilience
	Slide 20: The effects of MFA  on territorial resilience
	Slide 21: The effects of MFA  on territorial resilience
	Slide 22: Conclusion
	Slide 23: The effects of MFA  on territorial resilience
	Slide 24: The effects of MFA  on territorial resilience
	Slide 25: Thank you  for your attention !

