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Welcome
message

Are you planning to become an actor who will contribute to the
sustainable development of farming and agri-food systems?

Are you interested in agricultural development processes at
territorial level?

The SARe Master's course is a 2-year programme that will enable you
to build knowledge and competences to facilitate agroecological
transition and the resilience of agroecosystems.

Throughout your training, you will attend lectures and develop
projects, interacting with scientists, practitioners and market players.
You will develop your skills to interpret the complexity of
agroecosystems and to facilitate development processes aiming to
protect the environment and promote participation and networks
development. In the 1Ist year, you will stay on CIHEAM campus in Bari,
taking courses and living in an international environment, with
students from many countries. The second year, on the other hand,
you will carry out practical research in an agro-ecosystem in your
own country, under the supervision of technical experts.

This booklet features the experience of our students from A..
2022/23. We hope it will provide useful insights to lead interested
students wishing to apply for the SARe Master's course.

Lamberto Lamberti
Course coordinator
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1 About the Master course

| would recommend the SARe course because it offers a comprehensive approach
and covers a wide range of topics, including agroecology, sustainability assessment,
climate change, and social aspects of agriculture. The most valuable thing is the
practical field visits experiences that provide valuable insights into challenges and
how to solve them, as well as tangible examples about the theoretical information.

2 My research in ElI-Sharkia Governorate, Egypt

The value of my research activity lies in its potential to address sustainability
challenges in agriculture and highlights how regenerative agricultural practices can
mitigate environmental degradation and improve soil health. By focusing on
assessing the impact of regenerative agriculture practices on soil fertility, this
research has the potential to support farmers in adopting these practices.

3 The Campus experience

The campus provides a collaborative environment with more than 50 international
students from different countries, where | had the opportunity to interact with
colleagues and professors from a variety of language backgrounds, which has
allowed me to obtain strong interpersonal and collaboration skills. Additionally,
CIHEAM Bari staff is exceptional and very friendly.
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The SARe course has critical knowledge, current relevance, practical application,
interdisciplinary approach, global perspective, and environmental stewardship. The
course includes fundamental ideas in sustainable agriculture and agroecosystem
management, as well as current concerns and solutions that contribute to food
security. It also includes practical components that allow candidates to apply
theoretical knowledge to real-world circumstances. The course also provides a
worldwide perspective, providing insights into sustainable techniques used in
diverse regions. Overall, the insights given by this course contribute to a healthier
planet.
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1 About the Master course

2 My research in Mount Lebanon

My research aims to assess the entrepreneurial resistance in the agri-food sector
and its impact on the sustainable development. Despite economic crises, political
instability, currency devaluation, some entrepreneurs adapted strategies, explored
new markets, and found innovative solutions, demonstrating resilience. My research
activity shed lights on the entrepreneurial ecosystem, the challenges this sector
faced, and the strategies adopted for its resilience. The research can provide
practical strategies and applications and contributes to academic knowledge.

3 The Campus experience

The CIHEAM Bari campus provides a great experience distinguished by a
welcoming setting that fosters community and collaboration. The atmosphere
supports pleasant encounters with approachable staff, an inclusive attitude,
engaging social activities, and collaboration areas. The campus prioritizes student
support, offering a wide range of services, including academic guidance and local
assistance. It provides a great balance for a successful academic journey.
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1 About the Master course

SARe is a multidisciplinary program that cultivates and fortifies the spirit of
coordination and an eye for synergy identification in agriculture. By equipping
individuals with the knowledge of how well agroecosystems can be managed, it
enables students to be in a possession of generating interventions to help
agricultural systems navigate through different adversities. Additionally, the
program imparts system-thinking traits to decision-making processes, guiding
resource utilization based on the situation at hand while ensuring their longevity.
Furthermore, it is a program that considers the entire spectrum of the food system,
examining it from economic, social, and environmental perspectives. This
comprehensive arrangement builds adept practitioners who are rational in their
decision-making.

2 My research in Nsanje District, Malawi

My work addresses the issue of land degradation, a phenomenon that is
escalating rapidly despite various intervention programs being implemented. The
goal is to understand what farmers know about land degradation and the
mitigation measures being employed. By filling in the literature gap, my research
aims to help local practitioners improve and develop interventional programs that
are specific to the local context.

3 The Campus experience

The campus offers a conducive environment for learning. The friendly culture of
the staff members allows international students to adapt easily and concentrate
on their studies. The learning atmosphere is well-rounded, with high-tech
equipment and experienced professors. Seasoned with festivities that are thrown
at right intervals, comprising both local dishes and music, it relaxes the minds of
students. This creates an environment one can only dream of, that is what makes
studying at CIHEAM- Bari unforgettable experience.
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1 About the Master course =

SARe Master program is an attractive option for candidates passionate about
contributing to sustainable agriculture and environmentally friendly agricultural
practices. It adopts an interdisciplinary approach, offering a comprehensive
education that integrates various fields, including agroecology, sustainable
agricultural practices, climate change and its impact. Practical experience and field
visits give the chance to gain real-world insights into sustainable agriculture,
contributing to an enriched learning experience for candidates. The program
actively promotes collaboration and networking among students and facilitates
connections with professionals and researchers. This collaborative environment
enhances the learning experience and establishes valuable connections for future
career opportunities.

2 My research in Azilal Region, Morocco

My research regards the carob cultivation in Azilal region with an analysis of its
effect on local communities. Analyzing the key actors and stakeholders involved in
carob production offers a thorough understanding of the interaction between them
and possible opportunities to strengthen partnerships. Moreover, by investigating
the socioeconomic impacts, the study highlights carob farming's significance for
rural communities. The findings can guide more effective policies, programs and
initiatives that empower smallholder carob producers. This comprehensive analysis
generates valuable knowledge for stakeholders to investv in improving livelihoods
through sustainable carob activities in Azilal province.

3 The Campus experience

| appreciate the rich diversity of cultural backgrounds represented among students
at CIHEAM Bari. The fact that we come from different countries means that each of
us brings our own unique perspectives, experiences, and ways of thinking to the
learning environment. Collaborating with peers from varied nationalities and
cultures exposes me to new ideas. Also, engaging in campus activities such as yoga,
fitness sessions and collaborative work in the garden not only provides refreshing
breaks but also exposes me to healthy activities that offer enjoyable opportunities
for socializing.
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1 About the Master course

The course underscores the importance of sustainable practices for environmental
conservation, food security, economic viability, and societal well-being. It equips
individuals with the knowledge and skills needed to navigate the complexities of
modern agriculture while promoting a more sustainable and resilient future. The
course encompasses a diverse range of subjects simultaneously, making it
multifaceted. Additionally, it features numerous field trips aimed at enhancing your
knowledge. Recognizing that practical experience fosters a deeper understanding
of reality, this is especially crucial in the context of agriculture.

9 My research in El Kef-Siliana, northwest of Tunisia

The value of my research activity lies in its potential to contribute to sustainable
agriculture, food security, and environmental conservation while addressing the
specific challenges faced by farmers in Tunisia. The insights gained can inform
policies and interventions that support the transition to more sustainable farming
practices.

3 The Campus experience

Living independently in a foreign country is a transformative journey that
significantly contributes to my personal growth and self-reliance. The experience
presents unique and specialized programs that might not be accessible in my
home country, offering an enriching academic environment. Adding to that
networking with individuals from diverse backgrounds broadens my perspective
and creates opportunities for collaboration and friendships. The challenges of
adapting to a new environment push me beyond my comfort zones, fostering
personal development and providing a deeper understanding of the world.
Exposure to new customs, traditions, and languages become an educational and
personally enriching aspect of my international experience, contributing to a more
comprehensive and culturally diverse worldview.






