Workshop

Food quality and safety: state of research in the Southern Mediterranean Countries 

Bari (Italy), July 1-2, 2004

Introduction

The various food crises (ESB, Dioxin, foot and mouth) that affected the farming sector in Europe during the last decade played an important role in the implementation of new food safety and health rules. Thus they helped place the consumer in a forefront position in the food production, processing and distribution cycle.

Both the integration and enlargement of the inside European market and the growing intensity of international exchanges of farm produces now call for a debate on issues relating to food safety on a large scale, and for an analysis of their implications on the consumer, the farming sector, food processing technologies, the environment and farming policies where food quality has become a critical objective.

Transposing the same principle to farming policies on an international level has shown both the complexity of food safety issues and their generally international and cross-border aspects. Citizens and consumers expect research to help ensure sold food and produce safety and healthiness and ensue that they are consumed safely.

This requires exhaustive, accurate, updated and available scientific knowledge.

In addition, at the first Euro-Mediterranean ministers’ convention on agriculture, which was held in Venice on November 27, 2003, this issue was identified among the three that were included in a suggested work programme to develop co‑operation between both sides of the Mediterranean Sea.

Based on the decisions of the Ministers Convention in Venice, ICAMAS has decided to open up new areas of work in order to refocus existing resources and synergies in its member countries, including South Mediterranean Countries, in the area of nutrition, health and food safety.

Workshop objectives

Various aspects of quality will be debated in order to help elaborate appropriate strategies.

Needs and priorities in scientific and technical areas, actions to be developed and the organisation will be analysed in order to compare the current research model (set to a national level) with an innovative regional co-operation model.

The debate should also relate to issues that are discussed on a European level. To do so, the European Commission’s help has been requested.

To ICAMAS member countries, the purpose is to boost and provide a substantial contribution to the research effort on these issues, with support from partners that are already operational in the European Union.

Objectives expected from the seminary:

· Determine common scientific reference terms in that area of research, in order to develop co-operation and common actions between Mediterranean countries, to be included in the farming and trading policy development process, which includes a Euro-Mediterranean space by  2010 ;

· Implement a network of skills for quality, nutrition and food safety, in order to develop south-south co-operation between the Research Institutions, in partnership with the European Union ;

· Relate to issues debated on a European level ;

· Analyse existing co-operation tools used to achieve those objectives (excellence networks, Mediterranean Research Centre, Conventions, Research Networks, etc.).

Participants

The current seminar schedule includes the representatives of the four ICAMAS Institutes, 7/8 experts from southern countries, 4/5 experts from northern countries, and expects observers from several international organisations, food industries and concerned universities.

· 7/8 Experts from southern countries

· 4/5 Experts from northern countries

· ICAMAS Institutes and experts 

· International Organisations 

· FAO

· UE

· WHO

· OCSE

· Food industries 

· Universities

Thursday July 1, 2004
Morning

09.30 a.m. Seminar opening

- Cosimo LACIRIGNOLA
   MAI-B director

- Giuliana TRISORIO LIUZZI
   Italy’s delegate to ICAMAS’s CdA 

10.00 General framework

- Christian PATERMANN

   Directorate E (Biotechnology, agriculture and food)

- Bertrand HERVIEU

   ICAMAS Secretary General

Break from 10.45 – 11.15

Workshop I

Food quality and safety: state of research in southern countries

a) Impact of organic farming on health (less pesticides …), on nutrition (preservation of interesting nutritional ingredients), on the organoleptic quality of products, by the Bari MAI (Italy)

11.15 Cosimo LACIRIGNOLA

Bari MAI director

11.30 Lahcen KENNY

(Agronomic and veterinary Institute – University Hassan II, Morocco)

12.00
Uygun AKSOY


(University of Ege, Faculty of Agriculture, Turkey)

12.30
Discussion

Lunch at 1.00 p.m.

Afternoon

b) Quality safety and food industries by the Chania MAI (Greece)

3.00
Alkinoos NIKOLAIDIS


Chania MAI director

3.15 Mohamed BLAGHEN

(University Hassan II, Casablanca - Morocco)

3.45
Southern country expert


(University of Alexandria – Egypt)

4.15
Discussion

c) Population food and nutritional safety by the Montpellier MAI (France)
4.45 Gerard GHERSI

Montpellier MAI director

5.00
Southern country expert


(ESSTS - Tunisia)

5.30
Southern country expert


(Postgraduate technical college – Algeria)

6.00
Discussion

Friday July 2, 2004
Morning

d) 
Animal production systems, especially animal nutrition, and its effects on human health and the environment by the Saragossa MAI (Spain)

09.30
Luis ESTERUELAS 

Saragossa MAI director

09.45 N. RIHANI

(Agronomic and veterinary Institute – University Hassan II, Morocco)

10.15 Ali NEFZAOUI


(Nutrition Laboratory National Institute of Agronomique Recherche – Tunis)

10.45
Discussion

Break from 11.15 – 11.30

Workshop II

Food quality and safety: current projects in the EU

11.30
The call for proposals


- Antonio DI GIULIO
12.00
EC projects representatives

12.20
EC projects representatives

12.40
EC projects representatives

13.00
EC projects representatives

Lunch at 1.30 p.m.

Afternoon

3.30 p.m. Round table
How to include those safety objectives (health, nutritional, organoleptic) in sectorial policies?

· Laurent Bochereau, Head of Unit safety of Food Production systems

· Bertrand Hervieu, ICAMAS Secretary General

· …………………

· ………………..

Debate

5.30 Conclusions
End of the seminar[image: image1.png]



